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Easter Rising, 24th-28th April 1916

The Easter Rising was an armed 

uprising in Ireland in April 1916. It was 

launched by Irish Republicans led by 

James Connolly and Padraig Pearse 

against British rule in Ireland with the 

aim of establishing an independent 

Irish Republic while the United 

Kingdom was fighting against Germany 

on the Western Front.



On the Morning of April 24th, the Rebels mobilised 

and began occupying key sites in Dublin including

the GPO, Boland’s Mills and Jacob’s Biscuit 

Factory.  The Rebels also attempted to cut 

transport and communication links, taking control of 

bridges and cutting telephone wires. The railway 

line was cut at Fairview, and the line was damaged 

by bombs at Amiens Street, Broadstone, 

Kingsbridge and Lansdowne Road to prevent 

British Army reinforcements reaching Dublin from 

Belfast, Kildare and from Kingstown.  Key to this 

ringed defence of Dublin was the canal crossing at 

Mount Street Bridge.

The lead up to battle



British Forces
After the rising began on Easter Monday, British authorities had to move 
troops into Dublin quickly in response to the threat from the Irish Rebels.  
Most of the available troops were reserves, as the bulk of the army were 
fighting on the Western Front.  The first troops to be sent out were those 
stationed in Dublin including elements of the Royal Dublin Fusiliers from 
occupation barracks throughout the city.  

Once the seriousness of the situation in Dublin became clear to the British, 
they moved quickly to send forces over from Britain. The troops were moved 
from their training bases and travelled overnight from Holyhead, arriving in 
Kingstown (Dún Laoghaire) on the 26th. 

On arrival, the officers were briefed in the library of the Royal St. George 
Yacht Club.  They thought they were going to France.  Many were so rushed 
that they left their heavy weapons and supplies behind them. 



British Soldiers en route to the city centre



25 Northumberland Road

The rebels, Lieutenant Michael Malone and 
James Grace occupied the house because it 
held a strategic position on the crossroad of 
Haddington Road and Northumberland 
Road.  From this vantage point, they had 
direct line of sight to the front gates of 
Beggars Bush Barracks and the road ahead.  
From there, they successfully held up the 
British for several hours. It was eventually 
stormed by a company of men from the 
Sherwood Foresters and Michael Malone 
was killed. James Grace managed to escape 
through the basement, but was later 
arrested. 



Clanwilliam House

It was from this strategic position that just seven men 

of the Irish Volunteers barricaded themselves inside 

the house and waited for the British reinforcements to 

come marching down towards the city centre. On 

Wednesday the 26th, the soldiers of the Notts and 

Derbyshire Regiment (Sherwood Foresters) under 

General Lowe marched within range of the volunteers 

in the area, and were forced into the bloodiest battle of 

the rising that they were not prepared for. There was 

very little cover as the British soldiers tried to cross 

Mount Street Bridge, and fell wave after wave. General 

Lowe insisted they advanced as they were trained for 

trench warfare.



Original Newspaper coverage on the London Times - Easter week 1916

In what the London Times described as a ‘Stormy Week’.



The landscape of the battle

From this aerial view you can see 

why the rebels chose this strategic 

position to support their military 

cordon of Dublin City. 

Advancing troops approaching the 

city had to come along 

Northumberland Road to reach the 

city centre.
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The Aftermath of the Battle

The battle resulted in the biggest losses on both 

the British side, and the Rebels during the rising. 

At least 30 British soldiers were killed while about 

134 were wounded. 

Four volunteers fell - Patrick Doyle, George 

Reynolds, Dick Murphy and Michael Malone.  

Clanwilliam house was the last Rebel post to be 

captured in the battle, after it was rushed by British 

Troops during which the house caught on fire. 

The burnt shell of Clanwilliam House



Victims on both sides

As with all conflict, there are victims on both sides.  It 

is important to remember those people who died no 

matter what side they were fighting for.  

In Deans Grange cemetery and other cemeteries 

around Dublin, members of the Sherwood Foresters 

are buried and are cared for to this day.

Civilians too suffered during the battle and they 

should also be remembered.


