The Battle of Mount Street Bridge




Easter Rising, 24th-28th April 1916

The Easter Rising was an armed
uprising in Ireland in April 1916. It was
launched by Irish Republicans led by
James Connolly and Padraig Pearse
against British rule in Ireland with the
aim of establishing an independent
Irish Republic while the United
Kingdom was fighting against Germany
on the Western Front.
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The lead up to battle

On the Morning of April 24th, the Rebels mobilised
and began occupying key sites in Dublin including
the GPO, Boland’s Mills and Jacob’s Biscuit
Factory. The Rebels also attempted to cut
transport and communication links, taking control of
bridges and cutting telephone wires. The railway
line was cut at Fairview, and the line was damaged
by bombs at Amiens Street, Broadstone,
Kingsbridge and Lansdowne Road to prevent
British Army reinforcements reaching Dublin from
Belfast, Kildare and from Kingstown. Key to this
ringed defence of Dublin was the canal crossing at
Mount Street Bridge.




British Forces

After the rising began on Easter Monday, British authorities had to move
troops into Dublin quickly in response to the threat from the Irish Rebels.
Most of the available troops were reserves, as the bulk of the army were
fighting on the Western Front. The first troops to be sent out were those
stationed in Dublin including elements of the Royal Dublin Fusiliers from
occupation barracks throughout the city.

Once the seriousness of the situation in Dublin became clear to the British,
they moved quickly to send forces over from Britain. The troops were moved
from their training bases and travelled overnight from Holyhead, arriving in
Kingstown (Dun Laoghaire) on the 26th.

On arrival, the officers were briefed in the library of the Royal St. George
Yacht Club. They thought they were going to France. Many were so rushed
that they left their heavy weapons and supplies behind them.



British Soldiers en route to the city centre

THE SHERWOODS WHO WERE AMBUSHED NEAR DUBLIN.

srwood Foresters, who are shown on ti F suffered heavily in the Irish rebellion, being ambushed as they advanced along the road towards Dublin from
} The men we rol breast through Ballsbridge when a body of rebels opened fire upon them from the grounds’ of an institution.
The troops closed up their ranks and bringing their own machine gun into play togk summary vengeance for

their losses.




25 Northumberland Road

The rebels, Lieutenant Michael Malone and
James Grace occupied the house because it
held a strategic position on the crossroad of
Haddington Road and Northumberland
Road. From this vantage point, they had
direct line of sight to the front gates of
Beggars Bush Barracks and the road ahead.
From there, they successfully held up the
British for several hours. It was eventually
stormed by a company of men from the
Sherwood Foresters and Michael Malone
was killed. James Grace managed to escape
through the basement, but was later
arrested.




Clanwilliam House

It was from this strategic position that just seven men
of the Irish Volunteers barricaded themselves inside
the house and waited for the British reinforcements to
come marching down towards the city centre. On
Wednesday the 26th, the soldiers of the Notts and
Derbyshire Regiment (Sherwood Foresters) under
General Lowe marched within range of the volunteers
in the area, and were forced into the bloodiest battle of
the rising that they were not prepared for. There was
very little cover as the British soldiers tried to cross
Mount Street Bridge, and fell wave after wave. General
Lowe insisted they advanced as they were trained for
trench warfare.
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Original Newspaper coverage on the London Times - E

In what the London Times described as a ‘Stormy Week'.

THE . TINES, SATURDAY, APRIL 29, 1916.
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and foretold that they would do. They bave
provided Americon readers with faming
accounts of the Irish ‘* insurrection” and of
its fatal significance to the British Empire,
while ' our sagacious. rulers, in their soxiety
no% f{o alarra our American friends, allowed
nothing but tho most meagre and tentalizing
scrapa of information to filter over the cable.
The Irish irreconcilabies, whom Mn. Repiuoxn

Our friends lament this fetuous
pression, and our woll-i
asserts that if persis€eéd in it will incline the
public to *““draw sombre conclusions.”
Whatever the immediate situation in Ireland
may be, it is clearly idlc to place tvo much
Toliance wupon tho nwmerical weakness of
the Sinn Ieiners. Wo believe, as we said
yesterday, that thev are & merc fruction of the
population, as the IKenians were before
them, and they are disliked and
feared by the immense wajority of the
Nationelist population of the South and West.
But thero has slways been in Ireland & large
number of very iguorant mon end women
who cherish a sentimental sympathy with all
anti-English movements.” They form a kind
of fringo about every agitation and conspiracy
ogainst this country. Thoy are not #ctive robels,
but they ere the raw matorial out of which
active rebels may only too easily be made,
Their sedition is in ordinary times o mnere
fecling, and not even o very strong fecling, but
they are casily misled and they arc easily
intimideted. It is in _this fHoating and in-
déterminato body that tho real danger lies.
The rebels will sparo no pains to cajole thom
or to terrorize them, and if thoy were once con-
vinced that i could be ind in

policy of sup-

THE KING IN LONDON.

MR. ASQUITH RECEIVED
IN AUDIENCE.

CABINET COUNCILS.
"It is snnounced in the “ Court Circular™
that the Xing came to London yestorday
afternoon. Mr. Asquith and Lord Kitchener
had dis of his Majs at =

Palace.

The King returncd to Windsor Castle in the
evening.

The War Council of the Cabinet sas for nearly
two hours yesterdsy morning, and sat again in
tho aftornoon from 3.30 until nearly G5.30.
Bofore the meeting Mr. Asquith was visited by
Viscount Midleton. A meeting of the Cabinet
will be held to-day.

The Parli v R it &) i
met under the chaifmunship of Lord Derby
ot 12, Downing-strect yestorday. It is under-
stood that the Committes adjourn: until
Tuesday.

THE NEW ORDER IN
COUNCIL.

LORD GREY’S INDIGNATION.
TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES.
Sir,—I rogret I cannot be in the House of
Lords on Tuesday next, when Lord Peel will
call to the ing R i
275, made uador the Defence of the Realm
Consolidated Act, and proclaimed by Order in
Council on Soturday last. )
1 therefore trust that you will permit me to

with jmpunity, and still more if they wese
deluded into the beliof that it would succeed,
the rising might rapidly essumus a formidable
aspect. It must be nmongst the Sret tasks of
those ible for the supp of the
revolt to teach this class that rebellion in time
of war i3 a crime bringing prompt and hegvy
punishment upon the guilty. It is a duty of
humanity as well as of policy to bring that
lesson home to them before they i

P through your “columms, my earnost
hope that the Houso of Lords moy not lose o
single morhent in taking such action es may
be within its power to securo the immediste
jon of @ jon which -points a
daggor st the very heart of our liberties.
Incrediblo and almost incomprehensible as it
mult appear to every man ofp British blood, it
is nevertheless true that his Majesty’s Govern-
ment have made use of the powers conf
upon them by a confiding Porlisment for tho
a

themselves. Nothing can be more cruel or
mare unwise in & than half-h d

of They .
fresh dupes to join the rebels, and so increase the
uitimete number of victims. For the sake of
theso.men hovering on tho brink of treason . aa

purpose of which makes

it illegal for any person to.refer, without lawful

suthority, in any nowspaper, or in any public
to any infe i i

from any person in tho service of his Majesty.
Woe may well rub our eyes and wonder whethor
we aro living on the fres soil of Ei

in Germany ! If this éssoptiall

LATEST TFTROM
DUBLIN.

OPERATIONS IN
PROGRESS.

SNIPING AND FIRES.

MILITARY REPORT.

The following report from Lord French
on the work of suppressing the rising in
Dublin was not issued by the Press Bureau
until 1.15 this morning. Tt was tho first
news available from the time of Mr.
Asquith’s statement in the House on
Thursday s—

The following communigué was issued by the
Field-Marshal Commanding-in-Chief Homo
Forces, at 12 midnight, April 28-29 :—

The inili i for the i
aro proceeding satis.

v
of the robellion in Dublin
factorily.

FIRST ACCOUNTS OF
THE FIGHTING.

BARRICADED STREETS.

Tho following account of tho Sinn Fein rising
in Dublin has beon furnishod to us by an English
oye-witnoss :—

Shortly after 10 o'clock on FEastor Monday
morning I had oceaslon to ring up, from Dublin,
a personal friend in Dundolk. This friond first
of all asked mo what tho wonthor was like in
Dublin, and thon said, with o significance which
I afterwards understood, * How aro things in
the City 1 By roply was, * Things seem to
bo guioter to-day than I have over seen thom
Tho only bit of oxcitoment is tho pooplo going
to the races™

Shortly beforo noon I ‘was walking down
O'C 1 with the i ion of going to
Stophen’s Green, when I noticed o body of
Sinn Feiners, about a hundred. strong; but
there was nothing g.xru_wmlm about them to
attract ettontion. Dublin is
3

I
gotes of tho Green wero closed and
and BSinn Feioers, with loaded
standing bozide thom. L

Not only were the conspirators in possession
of Stephen’s Green, but the General Post
Offico, many houses“ in ity, m:y_dl a

raiy

barricaded,

2il~=.  wero
B

What may bo as the forees

of the robels are confined to a few localities, the
principal one being the Sackville-street district,
in whigh the rebel headquarters appear to be the
General Post Office.

Tho cordon of troops round this district has
been drawn closer, and the rebels in this locality
appear now to be confined behind the line of their
barricades.

Sniping from houses, in which small partics
©of the rebels have established themselves in
various parts of the city, still continues. The
district where this is most prevalent. is that to
the north-west of Four Courts, which is still in
possession of the rebels.

The clearance of these snipers is o matter of
time.

Considernble damsage was caused by fires on
the 27th instant, and a large fire is still b ing

DS, ed,
were in their hends. ‘I'he mails at the Post
Office wers used as barricades, while counters
aud other fittings were used to barricade the
windows of the building. In.the strects there
was e idle crowd of people looking on in sorme
amezement uat theso procecdings. Under the
Post Office portico were three or four Sinn
Feiners with sticks, keeping the' crowd back.

A - VISITOR’S STORY.)

REBELS’ MOTOR-CAR
DEFENCESJ]

MEN FROM THE TRENCHES
SHOT.

(BY A SPECIAL CORRESFONDENT.)
2 Arnin 26,

Holiday-makers and visitors to the spring
Cattlo Show of the Royal Dublin Saciety, which
was one of the big events of the Kaster week,
have had on experience that they will not wish to
have repeated.

It first became apparent that sumetbing was
amiss early on Monday afternocon, when those
making their wey to the city for the Show on
tho follow:! day wero held up on tho various
lines leading into the capital. An hour or two
easlicr Dublin itsclf had vivid intimation of what
was about to happen, in the descent of the Sinn
Feiners upon Sackville-street and several of the

inci buildi in that necighbourhood, in-
cluding tho Post Office.

Having spent the week-end in the northern
part of County Dublin, I intended to travel by a
troin arriving at’ Amicns-strect about 4 o'clock.
but had only got onc station from my starting
point when I was informed that I should pro-
bably be unablo to reach Dublin that evening.
Agting is T was advised, T returned and made a
second und successful attempt to: reach Dublin
on Tucsday moruing, ile train steaming into
Amiens-street ot about 9 o'clock.

A DISQUIETING RECEPTION.

The station by that time being in possession

of the military, tho passengers had to quit thy

Thoy were assisted by their in the
uilding, who occasionally fired blank cart-
ridge from tho windows.

REBELS SNIPING AT SOLDIERS.

When, & little later, I walked down Damo-
street I saw blood on the pavemonts, snd I was
told that here & eoldicr, or soldiers, were shot by
Sinn Feiners from the roofs of adjoining build-
ings. They took eyvery opportunity of firing at
soldiers or sailors in uniform who passed slong
tho streot or within rango. A number of buildings

in Sackville-streot,
In other parts of Ireland the principal centres
of disturbance are in County Galway and in
Enniscorthy.
Disturbances have also been

swore in of the rebals, who
were, for tho most peare, sted on the tops of
buildings. When two oyciists came along Llank
cartridgo was fired at them, but tho moment
they got off tbeir machines the shots were
stopped.

as:
I and make their journey to their several
destinations us best they could. No cabs or
cars were available, and all tramway traffic was
suspended. After waiting the best part of an
hour, T was fortunats onough to get ints con-
ion with a who bad, he i 4
When I told him
that shed to cross to the southern side of
Dublin, hie expressed the belief that there would
be no difficulty in crossing by the Butt Bridge,
closo to the Customs House.

Shortly alterwards an Irish car liappened
to pass, and when I hailed it the rvey
cheerfully undertook to convey me to (he noigl-
bourhood of Balis Bridge. In tho meantime
shooting was procoes irregularly both in
tho diroction of Sacly reet and tho Liffey.




The landscape of the battle

From this aerial view you can see vgs*\‘ SEor *:
why the rebels chose this strategic
position to support their military
cordon of Dublin City.

Advancing troops approaching the
city had to come along SN
Northumberland Road to reach the
city centre.



The Aftermath of the Battle ?7 & na

MEMORY OF

The battle resulted in the biggest losses on both B LIEUT MICHAEL MALONE &
. cC Cco no TTALL g
the British side, and the Rebels during the rising. e ™ .‘;}5:.’.;‘9:2.23,:5“?’2" ioie i

At least 30 British soldiers were killed while about
134 were wounded.

Four volunteers fell - Patrick Doyle, George
Reynolds, Dick Murphy and Michael Malone.
Clanwilliam house was the last Rebel post to be
captured in the battle, after it was rushed by British
Troops during which the house caught on fire.

The burnt shell of Clanwilliam House




Victims on both sides

As with all conflict, there are victims on both sides. It
IS important to remember those people who died no
matter what side they were fighting for.

In Deans Grange cemetery and other cemeteries
around Dublin, members of the Sherwood Foresters
are buried and are cared for to this day.

Civilians too suffered during the battle and they
should also be remembered.




